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Chief’s Talk! 
From Tim “Big Bear” Bresnahan 
 
As I mentioned last month, this is probably one of 
the most exciting times of our program year when 
you consider all of the activities on the calendar. 
This is also a very busy time of the year when your 
Longhouse officers and Tribe Chiefs begin work on 
items for the next program year such as our budget 
for Two Feathers. I think that it is important for all 
members to understand that we are a registered non-
profit (501c3) with an Executive Board (Officers) 
and a Board of Directors (Tribe Chiefs). As is 
required by our bylaws set forth by our National 
program, it is our responsibility to make all 
members aware of our program needs in an 
operational sense. 
 
Two Feathers Longhouse activities don’t just 
happen! It is not as if someone throws a switch into 
some kind of “on” position and people show up for 
a function. Our program is successful because of the 
dedication of people just like you. 
 
Over the next year or two we have a number of 
people, Longhouse Officers and Tribe Chiefs, who 
will probably be leaving our program because their 
children are getting older. Two Feathers will have 
many roles to fill, many of which need to be filled 
even next year and are critical for the continued 
success and operation of the program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As an example, our bylaws state that the Wampum 
Bearer position (Two Feathers  
Treasurer) is limited to a two year Term. Judy Jirka 
has performed in that capacity 
and is in the second year of that term. (Thanks 
Judy!!! Awesome job!!!) 
 
Two Feathers is required by the Native Sons and 
Daughters Program bylaws to fill this Officer 
position and I am asking all Two Feathers Tribe 
Chiefs and members to please consider stepping 
forward and volunteering your time to help fill this 
important role as well as other positions that will be 
available. Many hands make light work! 
 
Maybe your part can be simply stepping up to the 
Chief position within your Tribe so that your 
current Chief can move up to an Officer position 
with Two Feathers. I am asking all members and 
Tribe Chiefs to please make this a topic of 
conversation at your next meeting. 
 
Over the next year or two the current generation of 
Chiefs and Officers are moving on and it is time 
within our organization for the next generation to 
step forward for a smooth transition. 
 
If you love this program as much as we do; and 
cherish the time spent with your child; won’t you 
please consider volunteering your time? 
 
All of us will be available at Camp Fitch to answer 
any questions you may have. Thanks in advance for 
considering. 
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Drop-Off Points for all activities  
 

 
All Members   Two Feathers Local Longhouse Inc. 
     PO Box 223 
     Avon, Ohio  44011 
 
Avon Members   Bill Doenges 
     3307 Whispering Point 
     Avon, Ohio 44011 
 
Avon Lake Members  Tara Prior 
     108 Norman 
     Avon Lake, Ohio 44012  
 
All Checks should be made payable to: Two Feathers Longhouse 

Other Items of Interest  
 

*******IMPORTANT******* 
 
Two Feathers Sweatshirt Sale:  
 
We are now offering sweatshirts (hooded or crew nec k).  
“Sport Grey”  with NS&D Logo on the front and Two Feathers 
Logo on the back.  See order form enclosed. 
 
Cost/Sizes Available:  : Hooded  - $16.00 for  Adult:  Small, 
Medium, Large, XL, and Youth:  Small, Medium, Large.  
$17.00 for Adult:  XXL. 
Crew Neck  - $14.50 for  Adult:  Small, Medium, Large, XL, 
and Youth:  Small, Medium, Large.  $15.50 for Adult:  XXL. 
For an additional $2.00 each if you want your tribe name on 
the back (12 order minimum). 
 
Two Feathers T-Shirts For Sale : 
 
We now have all sizes of T-shirts for sale if you a re 
interested.   
“Western Sky” Blue Short Sleeve T-Shirt - $10.00      
Red Long Sleeve T-Shirt - $15.00   (Add $1.00 for XL or 
larger) 
We can also special order short sleeve golf shirts with the 
Two Feathers Logo embroidered on the front.  Available in 
Red, White or Blue in adult sizes only.  Price $20.00. 
 
Sizes Available:  Adult:  Small, Medium, Large, XL, XXL and 
Youth:  Small, Medium (Adult Small is equivalent to a Youth 
Large).    
 
Vests : 
 
Cost:   Youth 10-12 - $18.50 
             Youth 12-14 - $18.50 
            Youth 14-16 or Adult Small (same size) - $29.00 
            Adult Medium - $29.00 
            Adult Large or XL - $36.00 
 
Please contact your Chief or Debbie George at 440-933-9146 
or dbgeorge109@yahoo.com , to place an order. 
 
Our website:  www.2feathers.org 
 
Patches :  Pam Schaefer will sew patches on your vest for 75  
cents each, call her at 440-949-1142. 
 

2 FEATHERS LONGHOUSE 
  2006 Preliminary Events Schedule  

Feb. Camp Fitch (Feb 3-5) 
Mar. Pinewood Derby (Mar 11) (Erie) 
Apr. Family Swim Event (April 8) (Arapaho) 
May  Avon Memorial Day Parade (May 29) 
June 
July  Summer Campout 
Aug 
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*******IMPORTANT******* �

Date:  Weds, February 1st, 2006 
Time:  7:00pm 
 
Location:  Avon Lake Library – Friends conference room 
right inside the door (Library is located on Electric Blvd 
between Rt 83 and Jaycox). 
 
***Note:  2005-2006 Chiefs/Officers need to attend this 
meeting.  Any Longhouse member is also welcome to 
attend any of these meetings. 

Did You Know…..  
 
If you would like to submit a short statement about your 
tribe’s history, please give them to your tribe chief for him/her 
to take to the monthly chiefs’ meeting or to Doug Warren at 
dwarre@leeca.org 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Snow Snake 
 
                                                         3 ½’ to 4 ½’ 

 
          1 ¾”                                                                                                             1 ½” 
 
 
                        End view 
 
During the winter months of heavy snow and cold weather, Indians had several ways to keep 
themselves amused.  One way involved contests with snow snakes.  A snow snake is a long, straight 
piece of wood carved to resemble a snake.  The Indians would throw this snow snake down a long 
trough made of snow and ice.  The Indian who threw the snow snake the farthest was the winner.  
The game inspired great competitions among the tribes and gave the Indians some of the basic skills 
they needed to survive in the wilderness.  It has been reported that some Indians could throw their 
snow snakes as far as a mile down this iced track. 
 

     

Camp Fitch con’t  
 

Sleeping accommodations are heated buildings (with indoor 
plumbing) throughout the camp.  There is a large dining hall 
where we will be checking in, eating our meals and holding 
the Induction ceremony for first time campers. Remember as 
you are driving; if you are absolutely sure that you are lost 
and have gone way too far, relax and keep going - you are 
almost there.  
 
Activities to enjoy at Camp Fitch include: archery, riflery, 
horseback riding, indoor wall climbing, crafts (candle 
making), ice skating on Lake MVIMA, tubing, sledding, indoor 
floor hockey, scavenger hunt for the letters CAMP FITCH 
2005 to be painted and mounted on a piece of wood, nature 
center, pony rides, hiking and of course, the famous Snow 
Snake race – instructions attached.  Pathfinder activities from 
1:00pm to 2:30pm Sat may include Firebuilding, Shelter 
Building or Low Impact Camping.  Be conscious of the times 
of events so you don’t schedule more than one activity at the 
same time. 
 
Be sure to dress in layers for winter weather.  Extra socks, 
shoes, boots and gloves are highly recommended.  Other 
things to bring are Longhouse vest, sleeping bags, pillow, 
toiletries, towels, ice skates (snow shovel for lake), sleds 
(plastic only allowed on little hills not for use on tubing hill, no 
runners allowed at all), snacks, slippers or shoes for inside, 
cameras and film, table display, flashlight and Snow Snake. 
 
Sometimes we have to get creative when there is little or no 
snow for the snow snake race.  Please make your snow 
snake with a wide blunt head so that it does not pierce the 
“artificial” snow.  Spears or pointed sticks are not allowed.  

Camp Fitch Members Only 
Sponsored by the Seminole  Tribe   

 
Date:    Friday, February 3, 2005 to Sunday, 

February 5, 2005 

Time:    Fri 6:00pm to Sunday 11:30am 

Location:   North Springfield, Pennsylvania  
 

Cost:   Parent/Child - $128.00 

Additional person - $30.00 

 
Registration and payment due January 
14th to any of the Drop-Off Points . 
 
 

Patch:   Will be available for $2.00 

 

Directions:       Follow I – 90E to exit 6 (old exit 2) in  
                          PA., then North on Rt 215 to the  
                          camp site.  Follow signs into camp! 
 
Camp Fitch is situated on the shore of Lake Erie about 2 
hours from Avon / Avon Lake.  Everyone, especially new 
members or first time campers, is encouraged to 
experience a great weekend with your children and 
fellow Longhouse members.  The camp is fully staffed 
by the YMCA and provides our meals and coordinates 
the activities; except for the famous Snow Snake Race, 
which will be organized and run by the Lakota Tribe. 



The track is a long, straight, narrow bank of snow about 2’ high, 1’ wide and as long as needed.  The 
top of the bank is flattened and a chain link is dragged over the flat surface of the bank to make a 
trough or track in the snow.  This trough is then iced to make it as slippery as possible. 
 
Before you can play this old Indian game, you must make a snow snake.  Carve your piece of wood 
into a shape similar to the in the illustration.  Round the bottom corners.  If the head is too high the 
snake will roll over when tossed.  Make sure it is not top-heavy.  This is important so the snake can fit 
into the icy trough. 
 
Use your imagination to make unique heads.  Put upholstery tacks in for eyes.  Paint your snake with 
Indian designs and last of all, varnish the wood. 
 
Regulations for Snow-Snake Derby  
 
�  The snow snake must be made of wood. 
�  Regulation size is 4 ½’ maximum length, 3 ½’ minimum length; 1 ¾” maximum width; 1 ½” body 

height and unrestricted head height. 
�  The snow snake must be similar in shape to the one shown in the instructions above.  Spears or 

pointed sticks are not allowed. 
�  The snow snake must be painted. 
�  Any kind of wax, ice or snow may be added to the snow snake. 
�  There are no restrictions on weight. 
�  The snow snake must be thrown underhand. 
�  Competition is divided according to age and sex. 
�  Runners are no allowed on the snow snake. 
�  This is a parent-child project – both should be involved in making the snow snake and playing the 

game. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PINEWOOD DERBY       

 SPONSORED BY ERIE & ARAPAHO                                                     
 
Date:  March 11th (11:00am – 5:00pm) 
 
Car Cost:   Purchase kits at Camp Fitch  

 
Location:   Avon Heritage School, 35575 Detroit   Rd., Avon (east of Rt. 83) 
 
Weigh-In:  Weds. March 8th and Thurs. March 9th Time to be determined at Avon Heritage School  
 
The Pinewood Derby is derby cars, built from kits, raced on a 12-foot high, 64-foot long, four-lane track.  There will be 
different competition classes determined by child’s grade and an open class for parents.  Last year there were about 72 
cars entered in the event.  Only Pinewood derby kits purchased from the Two Feathers Longhouse are eligible for the race 
in order to keep things fair for all participants.  Complete rules are included in this newsletter. 
 
Family members are welcome to come and watch the races.  We do not run a single or double elimination competition like 
some other organizations.  Each class of racers will run in about eight different heats and there could be over 20 heats per 
class depending on the number of entries.  Times are recorded for each heat and the car with the fastest total time for all 
their heats is the winner in the class. 
 
The cars are also judged for best design and each year there are some really creative and innovative designs.  Use your 
imagination; going fast isn’t the only way to bring home a trophy.  If you are new to Pinewood Derby, ask a lot of questions.  
There are plenty of people in the longhouse that will offer advice and give you some pointers.  Good luck and see you at 
the races. Eric Bernard 
  Erie Chief 



2 Feathers Longhouse 
Pinewood Derby Manual 
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Please read carefully.  Derby cars not meeting 

this specification may be disqualified at weigh-in.  
 

 
 
General Rules  

1. Cars cannot be reused from previous years races. 
2. Only one car entry per contestant. 
3. All derby kits must be purchased from 2 Feathers Longhouse. 
4. All cars must be completed by weigh-in day, usually two days before the race. 
5. All cars will be weighed, inspected and measured at the designated weigh-in site. 
6. The race committee will keep all cars after weigh-in and hold them in a secure area until race day. 
7. The race committee will assign a number to each car at weigh-in, numbered stickers will be used. 
8. Over or under weight cars may be adjusted at weigh-in.  Cars not meeting specifications must be returned to the 

weigh-in site for inspection and re-weighing on the designated nights. 
 
Wheels and Axles  

1. You must use the wheels and axles provided in the kit. 
2. The tread on the wheels may be sanded smooth.  Overall gross dimensions may not be changed (i.e., no “skinny” 

wheels). 
3. No wheel bearings or bushings of any kind are permitted. 
4. Axle length and position cannot be changed; burrs may be removed and axles may be polished. 
5. Washers may be used on the axles. 
6. Any type of lubricant may be used on the wheels.  Cars must be race ready and lubricated prior to weigh-in; no 

lubrication may be added once the car is turned in to the race committee, even on race day.  
 
Pine Block  

1. You must use the pine block provided in the kit. 
2. You cannot alter the wheelbase cut into the pine block. 
3. The body of the car cannot be wider than the axles. 
4. The body of the car may not be longer than the original pine block. 

 
Completed Car  

1. Weight may be added, the total weight cannot exceed 5 ounces (142 grams). 
2. Maximum height of the car cannot exceed 2-1/2 inches or it will not fit under the finish line sensor. 
3. Minimum clearance underneath the car cannot be less than 3/8 inches or it may drag on the guide strip. 
4. Windshields, decals, numbers, etc., may be used to decorate the car.  Please attach securely. 

 
Building Suggestions  

1. Weight should be added to bring the car up to the maximum 5-ounce limit.  The car will go faster if it is at the 
             maximum allowable weight. 

2. Weigh your car before you bring it to the weigh-in (try local post office scale).  Have an easy way to add or   
             subtract weight at weigh-in so it can be fine tuned. 

3. Weight added to the bottom of the car should be recessed to maintain 3/8-inch clearance or it may drag on the 
             guide strip.  (This is one of the most common problems at weigh-in). 
       4.   If you’re a novice, bring your car to the first weigh-in date so adjustments can be made by the second weigh-in 
             night. 

5. There is also a contest for best design, so try your hand at a theme based or innovative design.  Going fast is  
               not the only way to win a trophy. 
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Where:  Kalahari Waterpark Resort 
  7106 Milan Road, Sandusky, OH 

Date:    Saturday, April 8, 2006 

Time:    Park is open 10 am – 10 pm; arrive at your convenience 

Cost:    $25 per person (under age 1 free); Includes Pizza and Pop at Noon 

Deadline:  Sign-up and Pay by March 25th 

  Make checks payable to Two Feathers Longhouse 
  NO REFUNDS after April 1st 

Questions:  Call Chris Chase, 440-930-2928 

Logistics:  Pick-up Waterpark Wristbands and Pizza Vouchers at the Waterpark Desk (near 
entrance).  They will have a list of everyone who has signed up. 
·  Bring your own towels 
·  Carry-in food, beverages and coolers are NOT permitted  
·  Lockers are available for $5 

Directions: 
Kalahari Sandusky is conveniently located on US Highway 250 (Milan Rd.), just north of Interstate 80, 
exit 118.   
�
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KALAHARI WATERPARK REGISTRATION 

Name ________________________________________________________ 

Tribe _____________________________ Phone ______________________ 

Number of Tickets ____________ @$25.00 each 

Total Cost $__________ (make checks payable to Two Feathers Longhouse) 



 

Interested in advertising in the Smoke 
Signals Newsletter? 
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Tribe Chiefs 
Apache (FD) Keith Furnas 934-6228 Kickapoo (FS) Steve Mabe 934-6044 
Arapaho (MS) Debbie George 933-9146 Lakota (FS) Ron Keller 937-5390 
Cherokee (MD) Carrie Klenkar 216-226-3745 Navaho (MD) Isis Azizuddin 378-4198 

Cheyenne (FD) James 
Ziegelmeyer 934-6461 Ojibwe (FD) Randy Twyman 930-9093 

Comanche East 
(FS) Rollie Sharer 937-6945 Seminole (FD) Geoff Roche 937-0019 

Comanche West 
(FS) Bill Doenges 934-5214 Shawnee (FS) Doug Isham 934-0834 

Erie (FS) Eric Bernard 934-6107 Shoshone (MD) Molly Mudore 933-6595 
   Sioux (FS) Scott Thomas 933-9663 
 
MD = Mother/Daughter                        MS = Mother/Son 
FD = Father/Daughter   FS = Father/Son 

Longhouse Officers  
 
Longhouse Chief  Tim Bresnahan (Cheyenne) 937-9840 
Assistant Chief   Bob Bakaitis (Cheyenne) 933-3257 
Assistant Chief   Doug Isham(Shawnee)  934-0834 
Wampum Bearer         Judy Jirka(Arapaho)  933-5421 
Tally Keeper   Helena Hrinczenko (Arapaho) 930-2748 
Drum Beater   Doug Warren(Shawnee)  937-1838 
Sand Painter   Debbie George (Arapaho) 933-9146 
Sachem   Steve Mabe(Kickapoo)  934-6044 
Web Spinner   Chris Chase(Arapaho)  930-2928 
Pathfinders Chief   Tara Prior(Arapaho)  930-5935 
National Longhouse Chief   Sam Taylor   614-419-0083 
 
 
 
 
Two Feathers Local Longhouse 
Smoke Signals 
PO Box 223 
Avon OH 44011  
 


