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Chief’s Talk from Doug “Big Black Hawk” Isham 
 
 
Wow, how time flies!  Can’t believe we are heading 
into another new program year with the Longhouse. 
 
On behalf of the New Tribe Chiefs and Officers I 
would like to welcome everyone back to what 
promises to be a super great year with the Two 
Feathers Longhouse.  Based on input from the 
members, we have substantially completed the 
planning of this year’s events, which include 
several long time favorites.  Please refer to the 
‘Longhouse Preliminary Event Schedule’ on page 3 
for further details. 
 
I would like to thank Chief “Grazing Moose” Bob 
Bakaitis, our past Longhouse Chief and current 
Sachem, and recognize him for his dedicated 
service to this organization during the past 12 
months.   
 
It is also important to recognize “Big Bear” Tim 
Brensahan for his continued energy and 
enthusiasm towards the success of this program.  
Tim has tirelessly and continuously offered his 
leadership and volunteerism to this organization 
throughout his 6 years in the program.  Tim, it’s 
okay to slow down now!   
 
I would also like to personally thank each of the 
new Longhouse Chiefs and Officers for agreeing to 
serve this organization for the upcoming year.  
Each of these individuals has a wealth of talents, 

enthusiasm and ideas they have offered to share 
with us.  Please join me in thanking and 
recognizing each of them for their very generous 
contributions to our organization, which continues 
to grow and prosper as a result. 
 
In closing, this organization, its programs, and 
activities are designed to foster the parent-child 
relationship.  We are always looking for new ideas 
to keep the programs fresh and stimulating.  As a 
result, please share with us your ideas for 
improving the existing programs and new ones that 
you would like to share with your child.  Please see  
“Important News that is a Must to Read…Survey” 
on page 2.   
 
Thanks again for everyone’s hard work.  The first 
few months are the busiest and set the tone for the 
entire year.  When everyone does their part, we 
have great activities and have memorable times 
with our parents and children.  That is what this is 
all about! 
 
I look forward to serving the Nation, as I’m sure do 
all the new Officers and Tribal Chiefs, and if we all 
pitch in this will be another rewarding year for the 
Two Feathers Nation and its tribal members. 
 
 
Doug “Big Black Hawk” Isham
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SURVEY SURVEY!  WE REALLY NEED YOUR FEEDBACK ON OUR  SURVEY: You 
should have received a survey that was recently sent out by our Bill Amato.  We really need everyone’s help 
on this as we are trying to gather program feedback from everyone so we can better develop and steer this 
program to fit the changing times and your interests.  I ask each and every one of you to please complete our 
survey at http://freeonlinesurveys.com/rendersurvey.asp?sid=qqf2aoyrhd6d64u329123.  [Control + click on link 
or cut-n-paste into your internet browser.] 
 
MEMBERSHIP EVENT:   Our new member “Skajuna ” will be held on Wednesday, September 5th, 
7:00pm  at Avon Heritage North. I have asked all Tribe Chiefs to have a table for their respective Tribe and to 
include Tribe table centerpieces, some crafts, photo albums, Pinewood Derby cars, Snow Snakes, etc. so that 
prospective new members can see some of the things we have done.  
 
ON-LINE MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION IS COMING:  Registration has finally come into the 
21st century!  This is new and will hopefully make everyone’s life much simpler when it comes to re-joining Two 
Feathers Longhouse. The ease of on-line registration is just around the corner.  We will be doing on-line 
registration this year for all current members and everyone should soon be receiving an e-mail notice from 
National and/or Club Express (the people who are managing this process for us).  Everyone will get notice of 
the website link https://nationallonghouse.clubexpress.com, and temporary password to use for login.  All of 
your information should already be up loaded in the system so all it will take is just a few quick simple clicks of 
the mouse to become re-registered for this year.  We will also have this registration website address linked to 
the Two Feathers Longhouse website at www.2feathers.org, and I will also be sending out an additional email 
follow-up to everyone.  Please note that it is very important to sign-up as soon as possible upon receipt of 
notice so we can quickly complete our tribe rosters.  If you’re tardy with this, you risk being assigned to a 
different tribe and/or miss tribe cabin assignments for Y-Noah.    
. 
FALL CAMP OUT IS AROUND THE CORNER:  On October 5th-6th-7th we will be returning to 
Camp Y-Noah.  Don’t forget to mark this event on your calendar and make plans to attend.  This is one of the 
highlight events of the year.  Please note we are back to the earlier October date this year.  Give Karl Satorius 
and the Comanche Tribe a big pat on the back for sponsoring the event and activities.  Hopefully, this year the 
rain Goddess will be in a good mood and we will avoid the rain that our previous two Chiefs brought upon us.   
Check your email for further event information and September’s Newsletter for registration and 
payment deadline info!!! 
 
Also, if you would like your child to have a speaking part in the new member induction ceremony, please plan 
to attend September’s Chief’s meeting on September 4th.  Please see Chief’s meeting details on page 3. 

 

             
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
**********IMPORTANT********** 
 
Two Feathers Sweatshirt Sale:  
 
We are now offering sweatshirts (hooded or crew nec k).  “Sport Grey” with NS&D Logo on the front and Two Feathers Logo on the 
back.  See order form enclosed. 
 
Cost:  Hooded  - $16.00   Crew Neck - $14.50   Add $1.00 for Adult  XXL  
 
Sizes - Adult:   S, M, L, XL, and XXL.    Youth:   S, M, (Adult Small is equivalent to Youth Large) 
For an additional $2.00 each if you want your tribe name on the back (12 order minimum). 
 
Two Feathers T-Shirts for Sale : 
 
We now have all sizes of T-shirts for sale if you a re interested.   
“Western Sky” Blue Short Sleeve T-Shirt - $13.00      
Red Long Sleeve T-Shirt - $16.00   (Add $1.00 for XL or larger) 
 
Sizes Available:  Adult:   S, M, L, XL, XXL  Youth:   S, M, (Adult Small is equivalent to a Youth Large) 
 
Vest & Patch Kit Order Form and Information:            
http://www.2feathers.org/membership/membership_form .html    
[Control + Click to access, or cut-n-paste into your Internet Browser] 
 
 
Please contact your Tribe Chief or Helena Hrinczenko directly at 440-930-2748 or hhrinczenko@yahoo.com to place an order. 
 
Our website:  www.2feathers.org  
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*******IMPORTANT******* 
Date:  Tuesday, October 4th, 2007 
Time:  7:00pm 
 
Location:  Avon Lake Library – Friends 
conference room right inside the door (Library is 
located on Electric Blvd between Rt. 83 and 
Jaycox). 
 
***Note:  2007-2008 Chiefs/Officers need to 
attend this meeting.  Any Longhouse member 
is also welcome to attend any of these 
meetings. 

�������
�������
	��������������
�  !"�  #�

September 5, 2007 – Skajuna (Avon Heritage North) 
 
October 5-6-7, 2007 - Camp Y-Noah  (Cabin Camping) 
      
November 9, 2007  -   Great  Lakes Science Center 
Sleep Over (Harry Potter Theme)  
 
December 2, 2007  - Ice Skating  (Family Event) 
 
January 19, 2008 - Bowling  (Family Event) 
 
February 1-2-3, 2008  - Camp Fitch  (Cabin Camping with 
the famous Snow Snake Race) 
   
February 27, 2008 -  Parent/Child Dance  (Family Event) 
 
March 8, 2008 - Pinewood Derby  (Family Event) 
 
April TBD – Buffalo Naval Park Sleep Over (Sleep on a 
real battle ship) 
 
May 17, 2008 – Rock Climbing  (Family Event) 
 
June 13-14-15 - Duct Tape Festival & Parade (Family 
Event) 
 
July 18-19-20, 2008 -  The famous Gathering of Nations 
Campout  is back – Location TBD (Family tent camping event 
with other Longhouses within our Great Lakes Region. 

Did You Know…..  
 
If you would like to submit a short statement about your 
tribe’s history or recent tribe news/events please give 
the information to your tribe chief for him/her to take to 
the monthly chiefs’ meeting or email Bill Amato at:  
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TOP 10 REASONS 

 TO VOLUNTEER TO SERVE AS A 2 FEATHERS LONGHOUSE TR IBE CHIEF OR OFFICER 

 
10 By Serving in a leadership position, you will have greater opportunities to provide your input to the 

decisions of this group. 
9 By being more involved, you will have even greater opportunities to work with and get to know more 

great people in this organization, even better. 
8 You stand a better chance of getting a cabin assignment at Camp Fitch where there is hot and cold 

water in the showers. 
7 More new leaders mean more fresh ideas and creativity to the organization and its programs. 
6 Your existing tribe chiefs and their predecessors have all taken a turn serving – now it’s your turn. 
5 You get a really great patch for your vest – your child gets the same patch and a banner that says “My 

Mom/Dad is _____” 
4 The other kids in your tribe will probably stop playing tricks on you if you are the chief. 
3 You and your child/children get to be personally involved in the ceremonies performed.  Look into the 

eyes of the children standing next to their parents at the next ceremony and you will know how 
significant this is. 

2 Like the old saying goes,  “The more you put into something, the more you get out of it.”  I can 
personally attest to this, regarding 2 Feathers Longhouse.  The rewards are immeasurable.  

1 Your child will never forget that you did. 
 
Please let your tribe chief know as soon as possibl e your willingness to serve as a tribe chief for th is 
year and/or next.  Please let Dan Drellishak, Bob B akaitis, or myself know of your willingness to serv e 
as a Longhouse  officer for this year and/or next. 
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1. Start the meeting ON TIME.  Do not delay the start for one or two members.  This will encourage 
latecomers to be on time. 

 
2. Set a calendar for tribe meetings, usually the same day each time.  Plan at least six months in advance.  

Assign host families in advance. 
 
3. The meeting should typically run one to two hours, unless this is a special tribal outing.  Adjust your time 

frame to suit the needs of your tribe. 
 
4. To control excess talking, or talking out of turn, especially during the ritual portions of the meeting, many 

tribes use a ‘Talking Stick,’ or a ‘Talking Feather.’  The only person allowed to talk while the stick is in use 
is the person holding the stick.  Passing it around gives everyone a chance to talk uninterrupted. 

 
5. Gear the meeting towards the interests and attention levels of the children.  Make sure the children feel 

that they are an important part.  Give praise to all when possible. 
 
6. Balance the ritual with the fun and lighthearted parts of the meeting.  Be careful though, not to let the crafts 

and games totally overrun the content of the meeting. 



 
7. Keep business discussions to a minimum, preferably before or after the meeting, if at all. 

$��������	�
���
 
A traditional tribe meeting is conducted at least once or twice per month.  Families take turns in hosting the 
meetings.  The meeting location can be (and is favored to be) in the homes of the host family or some pre-
arranged location such as a meeting room of your local church, library, community center, etc.  Size of the tribe 
may also dictate here.  Try to have meetings year-round. 
 
Creating and running a tribe meeting:   The host family will usually be responsible to plan and provide the 
craft, refreshments, games, etc.  These are all part of planning a meeting.  The chief will officiate the meeting, 
then turn it over to the host family.  A traditional tribe meeting will ususally contain the following: 
 
�  Opening and closing ceremony 
�  Scouting reports 
�  Craft project 
�  Story 
�  Game 
�  Refreshments 
 
Opening and closing ceremony:   Be flexible and tailor it to the needs of your tribe but try not to remove the 
traditional and ceremonial components. 
 
Scouting reports:   The scouting reports referred to in the meeting agenda are made by the children.  Each 
child is given the opportunity to tell the tribe about an experience (or report on a subject) that has happened to 
them (assigned to them) in the last month.  The tribe chief may assign a subject.  Subjects can be endless 
such as things in nature, tribal Indian lore, athletics, animals, hobbies, family fun, favorite bible stories, 
vacations, etc.  If the tribe prefers, the children tell of their favorite parent/child experience from the last month, 
such as a hike together.  The children could also tell of a special personal event or happening from the last 
month. 
 
Scouting reports are an important part of the tribal ritual.  They develop self-confidence in the child by teaching 
them to stand before the group and express themselves.  The parent should make sure the child is prepared 
before the meeting to avoid an embarrassing situation.  Scouting reports are encouraged, but not a mandatory 
part of the tribe meeting.  Occasionally, it may be a good idea to reward the son or daughter for their scouting 
reports with a bead, eagle claw, feather etc. 
 
Craft project:   Ideas are endless.  Many with a nature or Indian theme (great for building your stock of Indian 
regalia) are always popular.  Many seasonal crafts can be also a hit with the children.  Keep your project 
selection simple enough for all of the children to be able to complete with help from their parent, yet interesting 
enough for all of their age groups.  If the craft project will take longer than the allotted time, consider preparing 
part of the craft in advance of the meeting.  Pre-bagging also saves time passing things out.  Your craft 
selection will determine whether or not parents can make the craft for themselves as well.  PARENTS LOVE 
CRAFTS TOO! 
 
Games:   Choose a game that can include all the tribe members including the parents.  Consider going 
outdoors if possible.  Parent participation in the game is important.  This is usually the loudest portion of the 
meeting. 
 
Story:   It is usually good to follow the game with a story as it allows the group to settle down and refocus.  
Many good Indian theme stories that also teach a lesson and possibly spark discussion are available from the 
support materials from the program.  The N.S.D.P. manual also contains a few stories.  Take a trip to you local 
library with your child to find stories. 
 
Story telling and teaching the ways of the Indian, do go hand in hand.  However, always remember the great 
words of one of the great storytellers of our modern times, Walt Disney: 



 
“I would rather entertain and hope they would learn, than to teach and hope they were entertained!” 
 

Other possibilities:   The tribe meeting could include a number of other appropriate activities such as talks by 
the chief; show-and tells of hobbies, pets, songs, devotions, etc. 
 
Refreshments:   Served at the end of all the activities, just before closing.  Limit these to a dessert or two and 
some form of refreshment.  Be aware if any children and/or parents have special dietary restrictions.  
Homemade goodies are usually a favorite.  Many times, homemade desserts are fashioned around the season 
such as Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, etc. 
 
Attendance at meetings:   As this is a parent & child program, the parent must attend the meeting with the 
child.  BE ON TIME to tribe meetings.  A meeting schedule should be established as soon as possible so host 
families are aware of their meeting date.  Meetings should be scheduled on the day most acceptable to all.  
Assigning a calendar of meetings at the start of the program year seems to be most effective.  Try sticking to 
the same day of the week because everyone can plan those dates well in advance. 
 

           Tribe Chiefs  2007-2008  

 
MD = Mother/Daughter                        MS = Mother/Son 
FD = Father/Daughter   FS = Father/Son 

 
 

Tribe Chief Phone Email Address Tribe Chief Phone Email Address 

Apache (FD) Jeff Paulin   Hopi (MS) 
Molly 
Mudore   

Arapaho (MS) Tara Prior   Lakota (FS) Ron Keller   
Cheyenne 
(FD) 

Bill 
Herrmann   Objibwe (FD) 

Randy 
Twyman   

Comanche 
East (FS) Karl Satorius   Seminole (FD) 

Tom 
Mitchell   

Comanche 
West (FS) John Nose   Shawnee (FS) 

Tim  
Parker   

Chinook (FS) 
Martin 
Krupar   Shoshone (MD) Tara Prior   

Erie (FS) Bill Amato       

Longhouse Officers  2007-2008  
 
Longhouse Chief    Doug Isham (Shawnee)    
Assistant Chief    Dan Drellishak (Apache)   
Assistant Chief    Karl Satorius (Comanche) 
Wampum Bearer   Scott Thomas (Shawnee)  
Tally Keeper    Joyce Palur (Arapaho) 
Drum Beater     Bill Amato (Erie)    
Sand Painter   Helena Hrinczenko (Arapaho)  
Sachem   Bob Bakaitis (Cheyenne)   
Web Spinner     Jim Ziegelmeyer (Cheyenne)   
Pathfinders Chief    Still Need This Position Filled  
National Longhouse Chief  Jim Fyffe 
 
 
 

Two Feathers Local Longhouse 
Smoke Signals 
PO Box 223 
Avon OH 44011  

 


