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Chief’s Talk from Doug “ Big Black Hawk”  Isham 
 
 
This year's fall campout was again held at Camp Y-Noah.  We've been there in years past and we've always 
enjoyed ourselves haven't we? But what made this camp out particularly and uniquely special?  What was 
different from this year's event compared to prior years' events, or at least the past 3 years?  Well, I'll tell you… 
the Sun Gods finally listened and smiled upon us with full force…. NO RAIN, just pure sunshine!!!!  Although 
every year Tristan and I enjoy ourselves at the fall campout, it is truly amazing and simply a whole new level of 
fun, when the weather is as beautiful as it was.  Man, what a non-stop busy weekend, full of Survival themed 
events along with our staple favorites, horseback riding, BB guns, archery and canoeing, etc..  A total of 109 
people made the event this year.  The camp staff did a super good job of hosting us for the weekend and 
guiding us through the various activities. 
 

 
 
Overall, I think this year's great weather campout offered our group the 
opportunity to really get out-n-about and exercise those legs, but also created 
many more memories that will be with us for a long time.  As promised, Tristan 
and I gathered ashes from the burned out Council Fire and we will take those 
memories of our past with us to Camp Fitch as we look forward to the memories 
of the future. 
 
 

 
 
I want to thank Karl Satorius and the Comanche's for sponsoring the campout. 
 
About 44 parents and children were inducted as either new Native Sons & Daughters, 2 Feathers Longhouse 
members or promoted into Pathfinders for the children in 4th grade and up during the induction ceremony.  I 
want to thank the team that helped me organize and conduct the ceremony and I want to thank all the 
ceremonial speakers (adults and children) that added that extra level of fun to the ceremony. 
 
I don't recall if I did this or not, but Eric Bernard really needs to be recognized for his 
role as the Fire-maker.  Most people don't realize what Eric does to build and light 
those spectacular fires.  While we are off enjoying those activities on Saturday, Eric 
sacrifices some of his day to setup, build, and prepare the Council Fire.  He deserves 
our much appreciated thanks.  Thank you Eric! 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Finally, Bob Bakaitis was presented a "cheesy" picture of what will be formally 
presented to him at Camp Fitch to commemorate his term as last year's 
Longhouse Chief.  We typically make this presentation during the fall campout but 
unfortunately the making of his gift was unexpectedly delayed. If you missed my 
brief presentation or couldn't make Y-Noah and are curious to learn what his gift is 
you are just going to have to wait.  I will say it is "limited edition" created by a true 
artist, and pretty cool but you'll have to come to Camp Fitch to find out what it is for 
yourself.  
 

 
The next campout will be in early February at Camp Fitch.  If you have never been to a 
weekend campout, consider attending the one at Fitch.  Fitch was one of the overwhelming 
favorite events as shown by our members' survey this summer.  We will be housed in lodges 
that have sleeping quarter, living areas and indoor restroom and shower facilities.  Very 
accommodating and enjoyable.  
 
With regards to organizational news, we have completed our fall membership drive and I'd 
like to say thanks again to all those who helped out.  The new on-line registration process initiated by National 
was successful and I'm told will be further improved for next year's registration.  We did however lose 
membership this program year with 43 families deciding not to return.  We did bring in 16 new families to help 
with the decline.  Word of mouth as proven to be our most effective advertising and recruiting tool so if you 
truly believe in this program then please appoint yourself as a Goodwill Ambassador for Two Feathers 
Longhouse and spread the good word.  Please tell a friend or two about the program and how it has 
enriched you and your child©s life.  We are strongly considering a mid-year membership 
campaign for January so please consider this around the upcoming holiday season while you 
are with family and friends. 
 
We still have a few positions that need to be filled within the organization.  All positions offer membership dues 
discount that will be reimbursed back to you.  If interested please inquire with me for further detail.   

1st - is the Tally Keeper position.  We lost our Tally Keeper 
so we need someone to keep meeting minutes during our monthly 
Officers & Chiefs Meeting.   

2nd – Still looking to fill the Pathfinders Chief.  In this 
position you will have responsiblies for coming up with some 
additional events and activities throughout the program year for 
the older children.  These events are more often focused on 
community service activities.  
 
We are also looking for members to join Bill Wido on the membership committee for the remainder of this year 
and into next.  It is the most important committee we have with the most critical time of the program year being 
August and September.  The rest of the program year is mostly organization and brain storming ideas.  All 
members are encouraged to consider stepping forward to help. 

 
Looking a head, October isn't over until we wrap up the free Family Swim event coming 
up this weekend.  This event is totally free to members and their families and is being 
paid for by the Longhouse.  Bring a friend, or two, or three for minimal registration fee.  
Please look for details in this newsletter.  Thanks Shoshone for the event sponsorship.    
 

For those who have registered for this event November promises to be really fun with the upcoming Great 
Lakes Science Center indoor sleepover Night on Lake “Eerie”.  Please read article within for further event 
details.  
 
Ton-ka-hey!!     Doug “ Big Black Hawk”  Isham 
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*******IMPORTANT******* 

 
 

Date:  Thursday, November 1th, 2007 
Time:  7:00pm 
 
Location:  Avon Lake Library – Friends conference room right inside the door (Library is located on Electric 
Blvd between Rt. 83 and Jaycox). 
 
***Note:  2007-2008 Chiefs/Officers need to attend this meeting.  Any Longhouse member is also 
welcome to attend any of these meetings. 



 

 
 
You should have received a postcard in the mail in Mid October from 2 feathers 
longhouse.  The postcard simply listed the major longhouse events.   This allows 
everyone to “save the date” for upcoming events.  The postcards also allow other 
members of the household to see the information.  The post card can also be pinned 
up or hung on the refrigerator as a persistent reminder of the upcoming events. 
 
Let us know if this was helpful.  We plan on sending out similar post cards every few 
months. 
 
If you didn’t receive a postcard, please let us know and we can confirm your address 
information.  Feel free to contact Bill Amato at  amatow@yahoo.com  
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September 5, 2007 – Skajuna (Avon Heritage North) 
 
October 5-6-7, 2007 - Camp Y-Noah (Cabin Camping) 
 
October 27 – Westlake Rec Center (Family Swim )  
      
November 9, 2007 -   Great Lakes Science Center Sleep Over (Harry Potter Theme)  
 
December 1, 2007 - Ice Skating (Family Event) 
 
January 19, 2008 - Bowling (Family Event) 
 
February 1-2-3, 2008 - Camp Fitch (Cabin Camping with the famous Snow Snake Race) 
   
February  23, 2008 - Parent/Child Dance (Family Event) 
 
March 8, 2008 - Pinewood Derby (Family Event) 
 
April 12 – Buffalo Naval Park Sleep Over (Sleep on a real battle ship) 
 
May 17, 2008 – Rock Climbing (Family Event) 
 
June 13-14-15 - Duct Tape Festival & Parade (Family Event) 
 
July 18-19-20, 2008 - The famous Gathering of Nations Campout is back – Location TBD (Family tent 
camping event with other Longhouses within our Great Lakes Region. 


