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Chief’s Talk from Doug “Big Black Hawk” Isham 
 
 
Greetings 2 Feathers Native Sons and Daughters Ô �

 
 
 
2FL once again enjoyed a great weekend for our annual winter campout.  The weather was great, except for 
the missing snow, but despite no snow all worked out well and everyone seemed to have had a fun time.  This 
year we had 136 of our members make it to Camp Fitch.  Another strong turn out! 
 
Credit certainly has to be given to the Cheyenne tribe for getting the snow snake hill ready for the big race.  To 
my surprise the snow snake races were more of a success than I anticipated using the plastic sheathing.  As 
always, it was fun to watch the children launch their snakes and cheer them on.  It was also fun to watch the 
snakes maneuver the terrain as they slid and ricochet their way down the hill.  There were more creative 
designs this year than I recall in any prior year and I know the judges had a very challenging time selecting the 
design winners. 
 
EXTREME snow snakes were awesome again this year with Cheyennakonda returning bigger and meaner 
looking than ever.  What a ferocious looking beast!  Steve & Christopher Mabe's modified extreme was fast 
and furious and, Austin, Cole and Mike Bramhall's extreme was a scientific work of art, although to everyone's 
disappointment had to drop out of the competition due to the lack of snow.  Mike, please bring it back next 
year!  There were a few other super cool extremes that were entered but I apologize for not being able to recall 
whose they were. 
  
Bob "Grazing Moose" Bakaitis finally received his appreciation gift "The Moose Paddle" for his volunteerism 
and leadership last program year.   
 
About a dozen new members and first time campers were officially welcomed into 2 Feathers Longhouse 
during the Induction Ceremony on Saturday night.  There were also a number of Parents and Children that 
were promoted up to the Pathfinders group. 
 
Just as I promised, on Sunday morning Tristan and I gathered up all those memories from the burned out 
ashes of the sacred 2FL council fire and returned them to their safe place in the tin can.  You have heard me 
say before; as you may have heard others say in years past, that this program creates memories that will last 
two life times, the parent's and the child's.  Hopefully by now, those words are beginning to take on more 
significance for your families.  I strongly believe that the more you put into this program by participating in the 
monthly events and your tribal activities, the more you will get out of it. 
 
My thanks go out to the following people and their children that assisted in organizing this event, working the 
snow snake race, and assisting in the induction ceremony.  Kent Zeman and the Seminole Tribe, Dan 
Drellishak, Bob Bakaitis, Tim Bresnahan, Bill Herrmann, Brent Betts, Debby George, Tara Prior, Scott 

Visit our local organization website:  
www.2feathers.org 
 
Visit our national organization website: 
www.nationallonghouse.org 



Rennette, Bill Amato, Steve Mabe, Eric Bernard (our sacred fire maker), and my son Tristan.  There are others 
that I know helped and didn't get name recognition…. unfortunately, just too many to list them all here.  You all 
did a great job.  I also want to thank the Longhouse Officers that were recognized for their efforts and 
dedication to the 2FL for the benefit of our members.  We could not deliver this program without the help of 
these volunteers.     
 
Lastly, I would like to thank everyone for patiently listening to Dan's and my talk on Saturday afternoon about 
some of our program needs in leadership positions now and as we move into next program year this Fall.  
Again, we are in real need for people to step forward to volunteer some of their time to help out.  I want to 
thank all those who put their names down on our "Interest List".  We will be contacting you soon.   
 
Please start discussing amongst your tribe regarding who will be tribe chief next year.  The Chiefs play an 
important role in getting out information to the members and help coordinate tribe activities.  The Officer Board 
would like to have all the new Chiefs for next year attend the May Chiefs & Officers meeting to get acquainted 
with the procedures.     
 
Up next on our schedule is the Roller Skating / Laser Tag event later this month followed by the Pinewood 
Derby in early March.  Please see the articles in this newsletter for more information on these events.  
 
Hope to see you soon! 
 
Ton-ka-hey! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  DESIGN   RACE  
Age   Child  Tribe   Child  Tribe  

       

5 1 Grant Mitchell Lakota 1 Abby Furness Seminole 
5 2 Brynn Zeman Seminole 2 Grant Mitchell Lakota 
5 3 Abby Furness Seminole 3 Brynn Zemann Seminole 



       
       
6 1 Gillian Romanchok Cheyenne 1 Matthew Dawe Chinook 
6 2 Ethan Keller Lakota 2 Austin Krupar Chinook 
6 3 Eddie Laviano Chinook 3 Adam Volpi Hopi 
       
       
7 1 Madisyn Peter Seminole 1 Sasha Wido Chinook 
7 2 Arieal Schraff Apache 2 Julas Frombach Lakota 
7 3 Samia Azizuddin Shoshone 3 Sophie Kolibas Apache 
       
       

  DESIGN   RACE  
Age   Child  Tribe   Child  Tribe  

       

8 1 Daniel Write Shawnee 1 Liana Schraff Apache 
8 2 Sarah Denison Apache 2 Sean Keller Lakota 
8 tie Cole Bramhall Lakota 3 Noah Furness Lakota 
8 tie Beth Ziegelmeyer Apache    
       
9 1 Hanna Peters Shoshone 1 Taylor Mitchell Seminole 
9 2 Nick Amato Erie 2 Emily Goodwin Cheyenne 
9 3 Kyle Urig Comanche 3 Colin Murnan Shawnee 
       
       

10 1 Regan Betts Seminole 1 Allison Denison Apache 
10 2 Bob Wenner Shawnee 2 Logan Maddock Comanche 
10 3 Grace Pelfrey Seminole 3 Dana Frunas Apache 
       

  DESIGN   RACE  
Age   Child  Tribe   Child  Tribe  

       

11 1 Megan Romanchok Cheyenne 1 Will Parker Shawnee 
11 2 Adam Satorius Comanche 2 Ben Amato Erie 
11 3 Lizzy Frombach Seminole 3 Sarah Goodwin Cheyenne 
       
       

12+ 1 Rachel Pelfrey Seminole 1 Emily Herrmann Cheyenne 
12+ 2 Jacob Betts Lakota 2 Lauren Bakaitis Cheyenne 
12+ 3 Nicholas Peters Comanche 3 Kelly Bresnahan Cheyenne 

       
       

Ext 1 Paul Emary Comanche 1 
Steve/Christopher 
Mabe Erie 

Ext 2 Moms Rule Arapaho/Shoshone 2 Cheyennakonda Cheyenne 
Ext 3 Mike Bramhall Lakota 3 Eric Bernard Erie 

       
 
 



 
 

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 24th   
5:30-7:30 

PLEASE JOIN 2 FEATHERS LONGHOUSE AT  
ELYRIA ROLL ARENA  

908 Cleveland St  
(Center Ridge Rd) 

Elyria, Ohio 
 

COST: 10/person 
This includes: 

2 hrs of Skating, Roller skate rental for (there is  an extra cost for inline skates), One Game of 
Lazer Tag (more if time permits), Wall climbing 

 

 

LAZER TAG/ ROLLER SKATING RESERVATION FORM (Family Event:  Open to entire family) 
 
NAMES _________________________________________________________ 
 
TRIBE(S) ________________________________________________________ 
 
Please include your phone number if we need to contact you: ____________ 
Number of Two Feathers members and family attending         ____________ 
Cost for members ($10.00 each)……...………                           $____________ 
 
Number for Lazer Tag _________________   Number for Climbing Wall______________________ 
 

Drop Off / Mail: 
Tara Prior 
Home: (440)258-9846 
108 Norman Ave 
Avon Lake, oh 44012 
 
Will have mail slot below our mailbox! 
And a drop box on the front porch. 

 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS – Sunday, February 17, 200 8 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sponsored by Erie, Arapaho/Shoshone & Shawnee 
 
Race Date:  Saturday, March 8th, 2008 
 
Times:   Race schedule to be published after registration 
 
Car Kit Costs:  $10.00 – first kit 
   $9.00 – additional car kits (within same family) 
 
Where to Buy:  Marty’s Cycle Center  / Avon Lake, (440) 933-4204, located in the center of 

Avon Lake at the corner of Walker Rd. & Avon Beldon Rd. (Rt. 83).  Website for 
Marty’s is: http://www.martyscycle.com 

  
A weigh scale will also be available at Marty’s for you to fine-tune your car(s) prior to the official 
weigh-in dates of March 4th and 5th. 
 
Race Location: Avon Heritage North School, 35575 Detroit Road, Avon (East of Rt. 83) 
 
Weigh-In:  Tues. March 4th & Wed. March 5th – Avon Heritage North School (6:00PM-8:00P) 
 
The Pinewood Derby are derby cars, built from kits, raced on a 12-foot high, 64-foot long, four-lane 
track.  There will be different competition classes determined by child’s grade and an open class for 
parents.  Only Pinewood derby kits purchased from the Two Feathers Longhouse are eligible for the 
race in order to keep things fair for all participants.  Complete rules are included in this newsletter. 
 
Family members are welcome to come and watch the races.  We do not run a single or double 
elimination competition like some other organizations.  Each class of racers will run in about eight 
different heats and there could be over 20 heats per class depending on the number of entries.  
Times are recorded for each heat and the car with the fastest total time for all their heats is the winner 
in the class. 
 
The cars are also judged for best design and each year there are some really creative and innovative designs.  
Use your imagination; going fast isn’t the only way to bring home a trophy.  This year we will also be adding a 
additional chance to win a trophy for each race class for the slowest average time a car finishes the race.  If you 
are new to Pinewood Derby, ask a lot of questions.  There are plenty of people in the longhouse that will offer 
advice and give you some pointers.  Good luck and see you at the races. 

 

Any questions please let me know.  Doug Isham / Shawnee   934-0834 



2 Feathers Longhouse 
Pinewood Derby Manual 

Rules 

Please read carefully.  Derby cars not meeting 
this specification may be disqualified at weigh-in.  

 
 
 
 
General Rules  

1. Cars cannot be reused from previous years races. 
2. Only one car entry per contestant. 
3. All derby kits must be purchased from 2 Feathers Longhouse. 
4. All cars must be completed by weigh-in day, usually two days before the race. 
5. All cars will be weighed, inspected and measured at the designated weigh-in site. 
6. The race committee will keep all cars after weigh-in and hold them in a secure area until race day. 
7. The race committee will assign a number to each car at weigh-in, numbered stickers will be used. 
8. Over or under weight cars may be adjusted at weigh-in.  Cars not meeting specifications must be returned to the 

weigh-in site for inspection and re-weighing on the designated nights. 
 
Wheels and Axles  

1. You must use the wheels and axles provided in the kit. 
2. The tread on the wheels may be sanded smooth.  Overall gross dimensions may not be changed (i.e., no “skinny” 

wheels). 
3. No wheel bearings or bushings of any kind are permitted. 
4. Axle length and position cannot be changed; burrs may be removed and axles may be polished. 
5. Washers may be used on the axles. 
6. Any type of lubricant may be used on the wheels.  Cars must be race ready and lubricated prior to weigh-in; no 

lubrication may be added once the car is turned in to the race committee, even on race day.  
 
Pine Block  

1. You must use the pine block provided in the kit. 
2. You cannot alter the wheelbase cut into the pine block. 
3. The body of the car cannot be wider than the axles. 
4. The body of the car may not be longer than the original pine block. 

 
Completed Car  

1. Weight may be added, the total weight cannot exceed 5 ounces (142 grams). 
2. Maximum height of the car cannot exceed 2-1/2 inches or it will not fit under the finish line sensor. 
3. Minimum clearance underneath the car cannot be less than 3/8 inches or it may drag on the guide strip. 
4. Windshields, decals, numbers, etc., may be used to decorate the car.  Please attach securely. 

 
Building Suggestions  

1. Weight should be added to bring the car up to the maximum 5-ounce limit.  The car will go faster if it is at the 
maximum allowable weight. 

2. Weigh your car before you bring it to the weigh-in (try local post office scale).  Have an easy way to add or  
subtract weight at weigh-in so it can be fine tuned. 

3. Weight added to the bottom of the car should be recessed to maintain 3/8-inch clearance or it may drag on the 
guide strip.  (This is one of the most common problems at weigh-in). 

4. If you’re a novice, bring your car to the first weigh-in date so adjustments can be made by the second weigh-in 
night. 

5. There is also a contest for best design, so try your hand at a theme based or innovative design.  Going fast is not 
the only way to win a trophy. 

 

�
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Date: April 12-13, 2008               
Time: 4:30pm Sat to 11:00am Sun 
Place:  Buffalo Naval Park, Buffalo, NY   
www.buffalonavalpark.org 
Cost:    $36 per person      Meals, 
lodging & all three ships included  
             
Spend a night on the WWII battle ship, the USS Little Rock , tour the destroyer USS The Sullivans , 
and tour the submarine USS Croaker .  Dinner and breakfast are in the mess hall,  
Dinner and breakfast in the mess hall Sleep were the crew slept 
Enjoy a movie    Ride on the simulator 
Learn about all the ships   Learn about life on a ship in WWII 
A great experience for both boys and girls!  Memories you will never forget! 
 
For additional fun, visit Niagara Falls .  Tribes in past years have traveled into Canada on Friday and 
visited the Falls before heading over to the Naval Yard in Buffalo.  To cross the border, U.S. citizens 
will need to present a government-issued photo ID, such as a driver’s license, plus proof of 
citizenship, such as a birth certificate.  (Kids will have the parents name on the birth certificate.)  Visit 
http://travel.state.gov for more info. about crossing the border. 
(Two Feathers is not responsible for coordinating any activities concerning Niagara Falls.) 
 
We have only 80 slots available for this trip.  The se will be filled on a first come, first serve 
basis so get your reservations in early.  Members o nly for this outing. 
 

Deadline to sign up is Wednesday, April 2, 2008 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

USS Little Rock Registration Form 
First Come, First Served / Limit of 80 attendees 

Members Only 
 

 
Name: (Parent) ________________    Child: ___________________ 
 
Number attending: _______ x $36.      Total : __________________ 
 

Make checks to Two Feathers Longhouse 
Return checks to:  Bob Bakaitis   (Mail or Drop Off)        Questions:  933-3257 
          32346 Orchard Park Dr.              Avon Lake, OH 44012  
 
�



Two Feathers Longhouse Uniform Kit 
(headband) 

 
 

                          
 
 

 
**Patch Kit includes: 

 (1)Program Patch & Headband 
   (1) Two Feathers Custom Patch 

          (1) American Flag Patch 
            **You need (1) kit for yourself and (1) kit for each of your children 
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 Native Sons & Daughters Vest Kit  

 

Youth 
Large 
12/14 

Adult S 
Youth 
14/16 

Adult 
Medium 

Adult 
Large 

Adult 
XL 

Patch 
Kit** 

Grand 
Total 

 Price Each  
 $    

18.50  
 $    

28.00  
 $    

29.00  
 $    

36.00  
 $    

36.00  $11.50    

 Quantity                

 Qty x Price                

Name of Adult:  
 

Street Address:  
 

City, State, Zip:  
 

Phone Number:  
 

E-mail Address:  
 

Tribe (if known):  
 

Check Number -or- 
Cash (Check payable 

to Two Feathers 
Longhouse) 
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*******IMPORTANT******* 

 
 

Date:  Thursday, March 6th 
 
Time:  7:00pm 
Location:  Avon Lake Library – Friends conference room right inside the door (Library is located on 
Electric Blvd between Rt. 83 and Jaycox). 
 
***Note:  2007-2008 Chiefs/Officers need to attend this meeting.  Any Longhouse member is also 
welcome to attend any of these meetings. 

For more  two feathers gear please see the website store: 
 

We have Sweatshirts, T-shirts and Golf Shirts with the Two 
Feathers logo for sale. Please download and send us your order 
forms to place an order. Orders can be sent to the P.O. Box or your 
Chief. Checks should be made out to “Two Feathers Longhouse.” 
Contact the Sand Painter, Helena Hrinzencko, with any questions.  

 
http://www.2feathers.org/store/ 



 
Longhouse Officers  2007-2008  
 
Longhouse Chief    Doug Isham (Shawnee)    
Assistant Chief    Dan Drellishak (Apache)   
Assistant Chief    Karl Satorius (Comanche) 
Wampum Bearer   Scott Thomas (Shawnee)  
Tally Keeper    Joyce Palur (Arapaho) 
Drum Beater     Bill Amato (Erie)    
Sand Painter   Helena Hrinczenko (Arapaho)  
Sachem   Bob Bakaitis (Cheyenne)   
Web Spinner     Jim Ziegelmeyer (Cheyenne)   
Pathfinders Chief    Still Need This Position Filled  
National Longhouse Chief  Jim Fyffe 
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 Apache: Jeff Paulin  

 Arapaho: Tara Prior  

 Cheyenne: Bill Herrmann  

 Chinook: Marty Krupar  

 Comanche East: Karl Satorius  

 Comanche West: TBD  

 Erie: Bill Amato / Steve Mabe  

 Hopi: TBD  

 Lakota: Kent Zeman  

 Objibwe: Randy Twyman  

 Seminole: Kent Zeman  

 Shawnee: Tim Parker  

 Shoshone: Tara Prior  


